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Terminal 

•  A space sponsored by the department of  art and the 
center of  excellence for the creative arts at Austin 
Peay State University to showcase internet and new 
media art. 

•  The first exhibition was launched on 10.29.07 and 
corresponded with a gallery exhibition in the 
Trahern Gallery on the campus of  APSU 

•  More info: http://www.terminalapsu.org 



Initial Proposal 

•  Three works of  literature from the 20th Centruy 

•  Transformed/re-interpreted using just two languages 
(HTML5 and CSS3 where applicable) in the browser 
as the agent of  transformation 

•  Not interested in writing the foundational text for 
the poetic experience 

•  Language-image-browser design for user experience 



MBCBFTW and others 

•  My Boyfriend Came 
Back from the War, 
Olia Lialina (1996), 
hypertext art 

•  Online Caroline by 
Rob Bevan and Tim 
Wright (2000/1), 
hypertext literature 
online and via email 

•  Del.icio.us  poetry by 
Salvatore Iaconesi 
(2006), net.art 

Olia Lialina: MBCBFTW



Three Poems & New Code 

•  CSS3 properties: RGBa, Transition (I tried out 
Canvas but couldn’t control it well enough) 

•  HTML5, especially video properties 

•  Three poems: one published in 1900, a book (I 
consider it prose) from the mid-20th Century, and a 
poem dated 2000. 

•  Poems were selected, not created. 



On the Road 

Personal background: I’ve 
worked with this book before, 
and this will be my third time 
reading it for the sake of  
conceptual play. 



The last time I knew Jack 



It was his birthday 



and it was the 50th anniversary 
of  the publication of  OTR 



So I went to City Lights 



With 50 hand-made, letter-
pressed bags 



To give away to shoppers 



On the Road 

•  Not very new code…but some fancy-footwork, so to 
speak, to make images of  tape recur each time, on top of  
over 200 images of  pages 

•  CSS3 property: RGBa 

•  Absolute and Relative Positioning & what I learned about 
Fixed Positioning this summer 

•  The complete text is rendered as a continuous page in the 
browser (downward scrolling required, forgive the pun). 
However, all instances of  the word “road” will be 
replaced with the word “web.”  



On the Web 



On the Web 



On the Web (code view) 



On the Web (code view) 



On the Web (code view) 



On the Web (code view) 



O Captain, My Captain 

•  HTML5 Video Capabilities 

•  In Walt Whitman’s “O Captain, My 
Captain” (Leaves of  Grass, 1900), the death of  a ship’s 
captain is an allegorical reference to the death of  
Abraham Lincoln. In this reinterpretation, the poem 
becomes “O Browser, My Browser,” where the 
speaker of  the poem is talking to the browser and to 
herself  about its impending death. 



O Browser, My Browser 



O Browser, My Browser 



HTML5 Video 



O Browser (code view) 



O Browser (code view) 



Waiting for You at the 
Mystery Spot 

•  CSS3 Transitions = animation without Flash 

•  The “Mystery Spot” (a California alternative tourist 
destination for gravitational anomaly lovers of  all 
ages) takes on new meaning, or multiple selves, as 
the location of  virtual Easter eggs relating to Rich’s 
text.  

•  The text is designed to appear un-hinged, 
fragmented, and transitory. 



(the mystery spot) 



(the mystery spot) 



(the mystery spot—code view) 



(the mystery spot—code view) 



Link Art or Remix? 

•  MBCBFTW was exciting because Olia used the 
newest technology available to tell a story 

•  I used to think of  hyperlink narratives as link-art 

•  I’ve realized that the works would be better 
described as a story that is transformed or translated 
as a result of  new delivery methods 

•  I consider these browser poems to be remixes, 
interpretations, and “riffs” on the original texts 



Theory/Practice Book:  
Net Works 

NET
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“Skills” book: Visual 
Communication on the Web 

with chapter introductions by Paul Martin Lester 



Thank you. 

Get my info by texting “xtine” to 50500 

or email xtineburrough@gmail.com 

or…buy me a drink! 


